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CPG Sec. 110.700 Seizures by the
U.S. Customs Service of Prohibited
Articles of Foreign Origin Not
Intended for Entry into the United
States
BACKGROUND:

19 CFR 18.21(b) states: "Narcotics and other articles prohibited admission into commerce of the

United States shall not be entered for transportation and exportation and any such merchandise

offered for entry for that purpose shall be seized, except that exportation or transportation and

exportation may be permitted upon written authority from the proper governmental agency and on

compliance with the regulations of such agency."

*For example,* a shipment of amygdalin was entered for transportation and exportation and was

seized by the U. S. Customs Service as a prohibited article. The importer was notified that

consideration for release for export of the article must be obtained from the Food and Drug

Administration. The importer wrote us requesting such release for export. In response, we informed

the importer that we fully supported the U. S. Customs Service in their action and that we would not

authorize the exportation of the article, since the importation, exportation, or other shipment in

interstate commerce of amygdalin is prohibited by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

POLICY:

FDA supports the use of seizure by the U.S. Customs Service under authority of 19 CFR 18.21(b)

of articles regulated by FDA, which are offered under a Transportation and Exportation Entry (T &

E), if certain conditions are met. Such conditions may be: the article poses a hazard to health,

consists of gross filth, or represents a gross consumer fraud *or we have reason to believe the

article may be offered for entry into the U.S. at a later date or that its routing might be deviated

during transit.*

If Customs has seized and the importer requests release of the article for export; if Customs

inquires whether they should seize; or if we believe Customs should seize under the authority of 19

CFR 18.21(b) articles regulated by FDA offered under a Transportation and Exportation Entry (T &
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E), the facts should be sent to the appropriate *Center* for action and/or consideration.

*Material between asterisks is new or revised*
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